
THEATER AT WABASH C

o 1836 when the faculty of the 
College passed the following rule: 

Faculty met and took into consideration the subject of Thespian amusements and 
unanimously resolved that no student who enlists in Thespian exhibitions can longer be a 
member of this Institution; and that we strongly disapprove of attendance on such 
exhibitions; and students who attend will be liable to a public admonition, and if they 
persist, to dismission. 

Such anti-theatrical prejudices were quite common at the time. Wabash student John 
B. Powers was suspended from classes on January 16, 1837 for violating the rule. It seems 
Powers was committed to perform in a theatrical exhibition of the "Thespian Society" in 
December 1836, before the rule was passed. Later, the faculty decided that the penalty was 
perhaps too severe in light of the offender's previous obligation to perform and his 
ignorance of the rule, so they were content to settle for a reading before the college of an 
admission of violation of college law. 
 
In the Wabash College academic catalogue of 1852-53, dancing was equated with other 
"vices": 

The discipline of the Institution is moral and parental. It seeks the greatest good of the 
greatest number; hence no young man who indulges in card playing, dancing, 
intemperance, or other vice, or who habitually neglects his studies, will be allowed to 
remain.  

This statement was altered in 1868-69, changing "dancing" to "profanity." By the late  
1860s, the prejudices against drama had somewhat dissipated. Students were permitted to 
 perform in plays and many of these productions included performances by local citizens  
of Crawfordsville. Although it is obvious that Wabash men participated in plays, 
 dramatic readings, and other thespian amusements, these exhibitions were apparently 
 not encouraged by the C





The Will (Barrie) 
Director: Unknown 
The Importance of Being Earnest (Wilde) 
Director: George V. Kendall 

 
1921-22   Free Speech (Prosser) 

Director: James I. Osborne 
Lima Beans (Kreynborg) 
Director: Ray A. Porter 
In the Zone (O'Neill) 
Director: George V. Kendall 

 
1922-23   Three Live Ghosts (Isham, Marcin) 

Director: George V. Kendall and James Insley Osborne 
 
The name "Scarlet Masque" first appears on programs for plays at Wabash College 
during 1923-24 and remained until 1976, with brief lapses, as the designation of  
co-curricular theater productions at the college. In 1955, the Scarlet Masque initiated its 
first pledge class in Alpha Psi Omega, the National Theater Fraternity, under the 
supervision of theater director Charles Scott (b. 1928) and Professor Donald W. Baker  
(b. 1923) of the English Department, who directed and acted in numerous productions 
 throughout the 1950's and 1960's. During these years, the Scarlet Masque performed in a 
wide variety of locations including the Great Hall of Sparks Center, the Masonic 
Temple, a train car barn in Crawfordsville, and under tents in various locations. At present, 
the Scarlet Masque is Wabash’s student theater society, holding annual festivals of student 
performance and digital media work.  
 
In 1969, the Fine Arts Department was divided into departments of Art, Music, and 
Theater. The year before, the production of theater at Wabash had begun in the 
Humanities Center in two spaces: a 370-seat proscenium theater and a flexible black-box 
called the Experimental Theater. The newly christened Theater Department evolved from 
a one-



Craig's interest in Hamlet. The article was subsequently published in Theatre Studies. 
 
For many years, the Theater Department has brought to campus professional artists to 
work with students on productions. A visiting scenic artist designed A Flea in Her Ear in 
1975 and visiting actors and actresses have appeared in productions of The Miser (Barbara 
Blackledge; 1980), The Bogus Bride (Sara Stuart; 1982), Aurelie's Waltz (John O'Hurley, 
Sarah Rice, and Tina McKenna; 1983), Mrs Warren's Profession (Amelia Penland; 1987), 
Bus Stop (Diane Timmerman; 1989), Dapple Gray (Jamie Ritchie Watson and Dana 
Warner Fisher; 1990), The Merchant of Venice (Daria Martel; 1993), Miss Evers' Boys 
(Connie Oates; 1994), As You Like It 



 
In 2015 and 2016, the Theater Department was ranked in the top-20 for Best College 
Theater by the Princeton Review. 
 
 

A LISTING OF THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS  
AFFILIATED WITH THE SCARLET MASQUE AND WABASH THEATER: 1923-PRESENT 

 
 
1923-24   From Midnight On (Kaiser) 

Director: J. Allen Saunders 
 

1924-25   Treasure Island (Stevenson) 
Director: J. Allen Saunders 
White Elephant (Nicholson) 
Director: R.E. Banta 
The Hand of Siva (Goodman, Hecht) 
Director: R.P. Tinkham 
Action (Hudson) 
Director: DeWitt O'Kieffe 

 
1925-26   Merton of the Movies (Kaufman, Connelly) 

Directors: J. Allen Saunders, George V. Kendall 
The Sequel (Wilde) 
Director: Unknown 
The Brink of Silence (Galbraith) 
Director: Unknown 
In the Net (P. Wilde) 
Director: Unknown 

 
1926-27   To the Ladies (Kaufman, Connelly) 

Director: William Howard 
The Rear Car (Rose) 
Director: Unknown 

 
1927-28   Three Wise Fools (Strong) 

Director: Paul Carver 
In the Next Room (Robson, Ford) 
Director: Stephen J. Alexander 
Tommy (Lindsey, Robinson) 
Director: Stephen J. Alexander 

 
1928-29   Give and Take (Hoffman) 

Director: Eugene Goodbar 
Officer 666 (MacHugh) 
Director: Stephen Alexander 



Fast Workers (Oliver) 
Director: Stephen Alexander 

 
1929-30   Haunted House (Davis) 

Director: Stephen Alexander 
Three Live Ghosts (Isham, Marcin) 
Director: Byron Manson 

 
1930-31   The Queen's Husband (Sherwood) 

Director: Byron Manson 
The Servant in the House (Kennedy) 
Director: Unknown 

 
1931-32   Adam's Apple (Dalton) 

Director: George V. Kendall 
The Nut Farm 



 
1937-38   Playboy of the Western World (Synge) 

Director: George V. Kendall 
 

1938-39   Julius Caesar (Shakespeare) 
Director: George V. Kendall, assisted by Myron Phillips 
No More Peace



Director: Doris Roller 
Subway Circus (Saroyan) 
Director: William K. Clark 
We Were Dancing (Coward) 
Director: Charles Scott (These three plays were reported by The 
Wabash as having been the first plays to be staged in-the-round 
in Indiana.) 

 
1950-51   Three Men on a Horse (Holm, Abbott) 

Director: Charles Scott 
Detective Story (Kingsley) 
Director: Charles Scott 
ONE-ACT PLAYS:  
All the King's Elephants (Aikens) 
Directors: Charles Scott, Doris Roller 
A Night in the Inn (Dunsany) 
Directors: Charles Scott, Doris Roller 
Shall We Join the Ladies? (Barrie) 
Director: Charles Scott, Doris Roller 

 
 
1951-52   Light Up the Sky (Hart) 

Director: Melvin White, assisted by Bob Reinke 
ONE-ACT PLAYS:  
Dust of the Road (Goodman) 
Director: Mike Gray 
The Happy Journey (Wilder) 
Director: Ray Meuer 
The Pot Boiler (Gerstenberg) 
Director: Bob McCord 
Home of the Brave (Laurents) 
Directors: William Clark, Tom Shenk 
ONE-ACT PLAYS:  
Home is the Hunter (Aikens) 
Director: William Clark 
The Still Alarm (Kaufman) 
Director: Mike Gray 
If Men Played Cards As Women Do (Kaufman) 
Director: William Clark 

 
 
1952-53   Mister Roberts (Heggen, Logan) 

Director: S. Ross Beharriel, assisted by Don Allen 



The Second Shepherd's Play (anonymous) 
Director: Larsh Rothert 
ONE-ACT PLAYS:  
Souls and Heels (Kellogg) 
Director: Jack Kellogg 
Balcony Scene (Kellogg) 
Director: Dave Noll 
Alma Mater (Kellogg) 
Director: Larry Flink 

 
 

1953-54   Yesterday Was Summer (Aikens) 
Director: S. Ross Beharriel 
Pinocchio  





James D. Hostetter and Donald W. Baker) 
Director: James D. Hostetter 

 
 
1958-59   Twelve Angry Men (Rose) 

Director: James D. Hostetter, assisted by Dan Millar 
Henry IV, Part 1 (Shakespeare) 
Director: Donald W. Baker and James D. Hostetter 
My Sister Eileen (Chodorov, Fields) 
Director: James Hostetter 
(My Sister Eileen was a combined effort of the Scarlet Masque and 
the Crawfordsville Dramatic Society.) 
ONE-ACT PLAYS:  
Pariah (Wilson) 
Director: 
Eno-Ectad (Greene) 
Director: 
Ambergris (MacPherson) 
Director: 
ONE-ACT PLAYS: 
Swan Song (Chekhov) 
Director: Dave Bechtold 
A Marriage Proposal (Chekhov) 
Director: Tom Schmunk 
The Celebration (Chekhov) 
Director: Bob Russell 

 
 
1959-60   The Rainmaker (Nash) 

Director: Myron Phillips 
The Imaginary Invalid (Moliere) 
Director: Donald W. Baker 
A Streetcar Named Desire (Williams) 
Director: Thom Schmunk 
Henry IV (Pirandello) 
Director: Thom Schmunk 
(The Scarlet Masque production of Henry IV was the first 
American production of the translation by Eric Bentley.) 
Bell, Book and Candle (Van Druten) 
Director: Thom Schmunk 

 
 

1960-61   The Skin of Our Teeth (Wilder) 
Director: Charles Scott 
Othello (Shakespeare) 
Director: Charles Scott 
Death of a Salesman (Miller) 



Director: Charles Scott 
The Importance of Being Earnest (Wilde) 
Director: Charles Scott 

 
 
1961-62   The Crucible (Miller) 

Director: Charles Scott 
Guys and Dolls (Swerling, Burrows, Loesser) 
Director: Charles Scott, assisted by Dave Stapleton, 
John Duran 
Volpone (Jonson) 
Director: Charles Scott 
The Fantasticks (Jones, Schmidt) 
Director: Charles Scott 

 
 
1962-63  Oedipus the King (Sophocles, in a new translation by 

Kenneth Cavander) 
Director: Charles Scott 
Uncle Vanya (Chekhov) 
Director: Charles Scott 
She Stoops to Conquer (Goldsmith) 
Director: Charles Scott 
ONE-ACT PLAYS:  
The New Tenant (Ionesco) 
Director: Curt Burkhart 
The Lesson (Ionesco) 
Director: Walter Stasey 
The Bald Soprano (Ionesco) 
Director: Charles Scott 
 

 
1963-64   ONE-ACT PLAYS:  

Hello Out There (Saroyan) 
Director: Charles Scott 
The Intruder (Maeterlinck) 
Director: Charles Scott 
Aria da Capo (Millay) 
Director: Charles Scott 
The Miser (Moliere) 
Director: Charles Scott 
J.B. (MacLeish) 
Director: Charles Scott 
Leave It to Jane (Kern, Bolton, Wodehouse) 
Director: Charles Scott 

 
 







Canterbury Tales (Hill, Hawkins, Coghill) 
Director: Geoffrey Newman, assisted by Bob Olson 

 
 
1971-72  Spoon River Anthology (Masters) 

Director: Terrence Ortwein 
The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail (Lawrence, Lee) 
Director: Terrence Ortwein and Daniel Deter, assisted by Michael 
Degitz 
Death of a Salesman (Miller) 
Director: Geoffrey Newman, assisted by Max Custer 
The Bacchae (Euripides) 
Director: Geoffrey Newman, assisted by John Fischer, Terry 
Coffinbarger 
The Fantastiks (Jones, Schmidt) 
Director: Geoffrey Newman, assisted by Terry Coffinbarger (This 
production made a brief tour throughout Montgomery County.) 
Tartuffe (Molière) 
Director: Terrence Ortwein, assisted by Tom Bleau 
 

 
1972-73   Under Milkwood (Thomas) 

Director: Terrence Ortwein, assisted by Sam Smith 
Adaptations (May) 
Director: Tom Bleau, assisted by Mike Machatton 
The Lion in Winter (Goldman) 
Director: Geoffrey Newman, assisted by Steve Miller 
Major Barbara (Shaw) 
Director: Terrence Ortwein, assisted by Steve Kiefer 
Echoes (Nash) 
Director: Tim Carroll, assisted by Larry Dick 
Cabaret (Kander, Ebb) 
Director: Geoffrey Newman 

  
 
1973-74   The Taming of the Shrew (Shakespeare) 

Director: Geoffrey Newman, assisted by Jim Tinsley 



Director: Terrence Ortwein 
The Me Nobody Knows (Friedman, Holt) 
Director: Geoffrey Newman, assisted by R. Toby 
Scott 

 
 
1974-75   The Rainmaker (Nash) 

Director: Peter Wright, assisted by Jim Tinsley 
Tragedy of Tragedies: The Life and Death of Tom Thumb the 
Great (Fielding) 
Director: Terrence Ortwein 
Woyzeck (Büchner) 
Director: Peter Wright 
Who's Happy Now? (Tinsley) 
Director: Unknown 
A Flea in Her Ear (Feydeau) 
Director: Terrence Ortwein 

 
 
1975-76   The Rimers of Eldritch (Wilson) 

Director: Terrence Ortwein 
Eccentricities of a Nightingale (Williams) 
Director: Peter Wright 
Desire Under the Elms (O'Neill) 
Director: Peter Wright 
Hughie (O'Neill) 
Director: Unknown 
Prizes (Riggs) 
Director: Unknown 
Guys and Dolls (Swerling, Burrows, Loesser) 
Director: Terrence Ortwein 

 
 
1976-77   Awake and Sing (Odets) 

Director: Robert Zyromski 
When You Comin' Back, Red Ryder (Medoff) 
Director: Peter Wright 
I Can't Imagine Tomorrow (Williams) 
Director: Unknown 
Moby Dick-Rehearsed (Welles) 
Director: Peter Wright 
The Dracula Play (Zyromski) 
Director: Robert Zyromski 

 
 
1977-78   Uncle Vanya (Chekhov) 

Director: Peter Wright 



Tango (Mrozek) 
Director: Robert Zyromski 



1981-82   R.U.R. (Capek) 
Director: Dwight Watson 
A Moon for the Misbegotten (O'Neill) 
Director: James Fisher 
ONE-ACT PLAYS:  
Deathwatch (Genet) 
Director: Jeffrey Hicks 
The Flying Doctor (Molière) 
Director: Richard Haffner 
The Tempest (Shakespeare) 
Director: Dwight Watson 
ONE-ACT PLAY:  
The Diary of Adam and Eve (Bock, Harnick) 
Director: William Eastridge 
The Bogus Bride (Fisher) 
Director: James Fisher 

 
 
1982-83   ONE-ACT PLAYS:  

The Sandbox (Albee) 
Director: Benjamin McCormick 
The Proposal (Chekhov) 
Director: Michael Abbott 
Aurelie's Waltz (Schnitzler) 
Director: James Fisher 
Talley's Folly (Wilson) 
Director: Dwight Watson 
The Misanthrope (Molière) 
Director: Dwight Watson 
ONE-ACT PLAYS:  
Tears of a Clown (Whelan) 
Director: Michael Whelan 
Village Wooing (Shaw) 
Director: Daniel Jacoby 
ONE-ACT PLAYS:  
Here We Are (Parker) 
Director: Michael Abbott 
Next (McNally) 
Director: Michael Abbott 
Krapp's Last Tape (Beckett) 
Director: Michael Abbott 

 
 
1983-84   The Mandrake (Machiavelli) 

Director: James Fisher 
A Doll's House (Ibsen) 
Director: Dwight Watson 



The Real Inspector Hound (Stoppard) 
Director: Dwight Watson 
Galileo (Brecht) 
Director: James Fisher 

 
 
1984-85   The Physicists (Dürrenmatt) 

Director: Dwight Watson 
The Runner Stumbles (Stitt) 
Director: James Fisher 
Baby Grand (Cohen) 
Director: Dwight Watson (Winning play in the first national 
Wabash College Theater Playwriting Competition.) 
Twelfth Night (Shakespeare) 
Directors



Director: Mark Lorber 
Mrs. Dally Has a Lover (Hanley) 
Director: David Schulz 
Loot (Orton) 
Director: Dwight Watson 
Runaways (Swados) 
Director: Geoffrey Newman 

 
 
1988-89   Tom Jones (Rogers) 

Director: James Fisher 
Waiting for Godot (Beckett) 
Director: Dwight Watson 
ONE ACT PLAYS: 
The Zoo Story (Albee) 
Director: Kaizaad Navroze Kotwal 
A Half-Remembered Dream: The Narcissa Whitman Story 
(Neville) 
Director: James Fisher 
The Foreigner (Shue) 
Director: Dwight Watson 

 
 
1989-90   Julius Caesar (Shakespeare) 

Director: Dwight Watson 
Bus Stop (Inge) 
Director: James Fisher 
ONE-ACT PLAY: 
The American Hut (Gica) 
Director: John Flak 
Dapple Gray (Watson) 
Director: Dwight Watson 
Holding Talks (Rotimi) 
Director: Ola Rotimi 

 
 
1990-91   Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck) 

Director: Dwight Watson 
Master Harold. . .and the Boys (Fugard) 
Director: Steven Vierk 
Marat/Sade (Weiss) 
Director: Rob Bundy 
Open Eyes (Bogigian) 
Director: Simon Bogigian 
Biloxi Blues (Simon) 
Director: James Fisher 

 



 
1991-92   Oedipus Rex (Sophocles) 

Director: Dwight Watson 
Accidental Death of an Anarchist (Fo) 
Director: James Fisher 
Breaking the Code (Whitemore) 
Director: James Fisher 
Greater Tuna (Williams, Sears, and Howard) 
Director: Dwight Watson 

 
 
1992-93  Inherit the Wind (Lawrence and Lee) 

Director: Dwight Watson 
Orphans (Kessler) 
Director: Laura Miller 
The Frogs (Aristophanes) 
Director: Chris



Directors: Marco Noyola, Rob Lyons 
Glengarry Glen Ross (Mamet) 
Director: James Fisher 
Scratch (MacLeish) 
Director: Dwight Watson 

 
 
1996-97   Angels in America. Part 1: Millennium Approaches (Kushner) 

Director: James Fisher 
Studio One-Acts: 
The Visit (Dürrenmatt) 
Director: Dwight Watson 
Lysistrata (Aristophanes, adapted by Michael Abbott) 
Director: Michael Abbott 

 
 

1997-98   A View From the Bridge (Arthur Miller) 
  Director: Dwight Watson 

Studio One-Acts: Standoff (Jon Foust), Sorry Wrong Number 
(Lucille Fletcher) 

  Suburbia (Eric Bogosian) 
  Director: Michael Abbott 
  Charley’s Aunt (Brandon Thomas) 
  Director: James Fisher 
 
1998-99  The Grapes of Wrath (Frank Galati, adapted from John Steinbeck)  
  Director: Michael Abbott  
  Studio One-Acts 

The Notebook of Trigorin (Tennessee Williams, adapted from 
Anton Chekhov) 

  Director: James Fisher  
  The Boys Next Door (Tom Griffin) 
  Director: Dwight Watson 
 
 
1999-2000  Gross Indecency (Moises Kaufman) 
  Director: Michael Abbott  
  Studio One-Acts: Id 
  Twelve Angry Men (Reginald Rose) 
  Director: Dwight Watson  
  Othello (William Shakespeare) 
  Director: James Fisher 
 
 
2000-01:  One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (Ken Kesey) 
  Director: Larry West  
  Studio One-Acts: 



Deadfish, Idaho (Michael Abbott; premiere of new play by Wabash 
Associate Professor of Theater Michael Abbott) 

  Director: Michael Abbott  
  Mister Roberts (Thomas Heggen, Joshua Logan) 
  Director: James Fisher 
 
 
2001-02:  Equus (Peter Shaffer) 
  Director: Dwight Watson  
  Studio One-Acts 

The Complete Works of William Shakespeare 



2005-06:  The Andersonville Trial (Saul Leavitt) 
  Director: Dwight Watson 
  The Vietnamization of New Jersey (Christopher Durang) 
  Caryl Churchill plays (Caryl Churchill) 
  Director: Michael Abbott 
  The Braggart Soldier (James Fisher, freely adapted from Plautus) 
  Director: James Fisher 
 
 
2006-07:  The Elephant Man (Bernard Pomerance) 
  Director: Dwight Watson 
  Studio One-Acts  
  Side Man (Warren Leight) 
  Director: Michael Abbott 
  



   Studio One-Acts 
   A Lie of the Mind (Shepard) 
   Director: Michael Abbott 
   Our Country’s Good (Wertenbaker) 
   Director: Dwight Watson 
  
 
2011-12  Lend Me A Tenor (Ludwig) 
  Director: Michael Abbott 

Studio One-Acts: Scenes for Biloxi Blues (Simon) and A Soldier’s 
Play (Fuller) 

  Endgame (Beckett) 
  Director: Dwight Watson 



   Studio One-Acts 
   Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead (Tom Stoppard)  
   Director: James Cherry 
   Our Town (Thornton Wilder) 
   Director: Michael Abbott  
 
 
2016-2017  Peter and the Starcatcher (Rick Elice) 
   Director: Jessie Mills 
   Studio One-Acts 
   The Furies (Adapted from The Eumenides by Aeschylus) 
   Director: Rory Willats ’17 
   The History Boys (Alan Bennett) 
   Director: Michael Abbott 
 
 
2017-2018  A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Shakespeare) 
   Director: Michael Abbott 

Studio One-Acts  
Universal Robots (Rogers) 
Director: James Cherry 

 The Glass Menagerie (Williams) 
Director: Jessie Mills  

 
 
-- updated 2018 by James Cherry   
 


