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The roadmap to achieving the mission of Wabash College can be found in our core values – what we 
believe. I will not use this auspicious occasion to recite them verbatim, but all of us who love and care 
about Wabash would be wise to revisit them from time to time – I know that the past 18 months have 
given me many opportunities to reflect on them. 

Some of the things we believe in are: 

• A rigorous liberal arts education that fosters an appreciation for the intellectual and physical 
aspects of a good life and an understanding of, and appreciation for, other cultures. 

• A personal context to teaching and learning that encourages candid, respectful, face-to-face 
conversations and freedom of thought. 

• Individual responsibility and trust based on moral and ethical awareness, which are required for 
leadership and teamwork, and are expressed so eloquently in the Gentleman’s Rule. 

• And we especially value a socially, economically, and ethnically diverse student body 
characterized by a dedication to the serious pursuit of learning. 
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It is this last core value – and its relationship our mission – that I wish to reflect on this afternoon. The 
headwinds facing good small colleges like Wabash are real. Think about the pending “birth dearth” that 
followed the great recession; the very real population declines in the Northeast and Midwest, where 
most liberal arts colleges are located; and specific to Wabash, The Wall Street Journal, New York Times, 
and Forbes have all published recent articles on the declining number of young men who are enrolling 
in college. 

With these realities front and center, it can seem inevitable that there will be fewer and fewer small, 
private colleges like Wabash. 

This may sound like doom and gloom – not exactly the stuff of an inaugural address – but as I look out 
and see the faces of my presidential colleagues from the Independent Colleges of Indiana and the 
Great Lakes College Association, I can tell you that these are the things that keep us up at night. How 
will we survive in a world with fewer high school graduates and where fewer and fewer families can 
afford to contribute to the cost of a high-quality ed stuffWabash. 
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In Gratitude 

A few years ago, I gave a Chapel Talk to our students midway through my tenure as Dean of the 
College. I said then – and it’s even more true today – that I’m not too old to adopt a growth mindset, 
which is the belief that our abilities can be developed through dedication and hard work. 

One way that I am trying to grow and adapt to my new role as president is to more fully express my 
gratitude for the innumerable gifts I have been given here at Wabash and throughout my life. So, every 
day I try to reflect and express gratitude for the people around me, and to be thankful for the 
opportunities I’ve been given and for the meaning and challenge in my professional opportunities here 
at the College. 

My optimistic outlook arises from my knowledge that I have been extremely fortunate in life. Yet, over 
the last two years – as more and more of our interactions with others take place virtually – it has 
become much easier to fail to acknowledge the efforts of  been     �ssional – the �ssional   more      fov3A6
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I’m equally grateful that during the first, tumultuous years of my presidency, we have set Annual Giving 
records and our Giant Steps Campaign is thriving. 

I’m grateful to the Wabash Board of Trustees, who placed their trust in me at the exact moment the 
pandemic descended on our nation. As I have said, I am honored to serve as the 17th President of 
Wabash College. And I am humbled to become the first member of the Wabash faculty to ascend to 
the presidency since the great Byron Trippet. Thank you, Trustees, for your unwavering faith in Wabash 
and in my ability to lead our College. 

I’m grateful for a loving and supporting family, especially Wendy, who is all-in for Wabash College. 
Wendy is unflappable and so grounded, and those things help keep me calm when everything else is 
chaos. Thank you, Wendy, for putting up with my long hours and endless commitments at night and on 
weekends. 

Finally, I’m grateful for our students. Many people in this room have heard me say that none of us 
wanted COVID to  roomus COVID 8^h,R
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