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Professional Judgment Policy 
The Higher Education Act of 1965 (HEA), as amended, provides the authority for financial aid 
administrators to exercise discretion in a number of areas when a student has special or unusual 
circumstances. This authority is known as Professional Judgment (PJ). It allows the financial aid 
administrator to treat a student individually when conditions exist that differentiate that student from a 
class of students. PJ decisions must be made on a case 
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